


Killin News

Editorial

Killin is a beautiful place and a friendly community, but anyone moving here
nowadays needs their own transport and, unless retired, a job to travel to
or to be able to work over the internet. In the days when there were many
farming communities around Killin, and transport was limited to farm traffic,
the village was the centre for everything. There were shops of all kinds and
craftsmen of all trades, so plenty of jobs. As the world changed, people
could take buses or even a train and later their own cars to other towns
which offered a wider variety of shops. Tradesmen could also travel to Killin
and compete with locals. Killin shops offered less selection, so they
gradually became fewer and fewer. Nowadays we have two gift shops and
the pharmacy at one end of Main Street, and the Post Office / community
centre and the Outdoor Shop at the other end. The only one in between is
the very successful Reuse Shop. The Co-op, although much larger and
improved, can only be found by those who know it's there. Tradesmen are
still much needed but too few now, although there are vacancies for
apprentices. Killin is a place people come to for holidays but there are now
fewer hotels and an ever-increasing number of properties have been turned
into holiday lets. Where are the jobs ? It is no wonder that many of our
Ukranian friends have not found getting a job or accommodation easy and
would therefore prefer to be located in a town. We are sorry to see them go
and wish them success in settling elsewhere.
We also wish Russel and Brenda Moffat well in their retirement. They will be
much missed.
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Editorial Policy Statement
The Killin News is a free community newspaper produced and distributed
every two months by volunteers to households and businesses in Killin and
district. The aim of those involved is to produce an informative, accurate
and entertaining journal for those who live, work and visit in this area.
Letters and articles published in the newspaper do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Production Committee and they reserve the right to
shorten, edit or not publish any item. Contributions will be attributed to the
author. Vested interests will be declared where applicable. Articles should
be between 200 and 300 words, photos in high quality and the content
should be original work relevant to Killin and environs. All personal emails
are acknowledged by a reply. If you do not receive a reply please contact
us by phone or drop the article in the office letterbox.

Production Team
Judy Forster, Sylvana Ginella, Jo Goddard,
Susan Howard, Angus Inglis, Angus Kay,
Anneke Mayo, Chris Rose, Pam Walsh

Photographer Ron Allner

Delivery Volunteers
Mary Anderson, Jim Beattie, Margaretanne Browne,
Ellen Cattenach, Theresa Elliot (and James),
Lynne Ferguson, Tim and Ruth Fison, Tim Frost, Linda Frost,
Elizabeth Hancock, Andrea Hobson, Jillian Laurence,
Margaret Maclver, Katy MacLeod, David McKenna, John and Jennifer Morris,
Billy Noble, David Pritchard, Kay Riddell, Moira Robertson,
Gordon Webster, the family at Rubble Cottage
and some committee members

Proofreaders
Lynne Ferguson, Frances Inglis, Margaret Maclver,
David Paterson, Anne Rose

Web sites: www.killin.info and www.killinnews.co.uk
e-mail: editorial@killinnews.co.uk
adverts@killinnews.co.uk
Address: Morenish Place, Main Street, Killin FK21 8UR
Office Phone : 01567 820014

pdf versions of the paper can be viewed on the Killin News website
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Killin New Year Fireworks and Festive Lights

I seem to recall that when I last
wrote for the Killin News we were all
enjoying a spell of fine warm
weather. I wish we could say the
same for our present weather.
Warm it might be, dry it ain't!!

By the time you read this article the
festive season will be almost upon
us and the New Year looming. That
said we have managed to purchase
festive lights for the length of our
Main Street from the Killin Hotel to
the Falls of Dochart Bridge, and the
hope is that they will be lit by the
end of November. They will bring
some cheer to the village, I am
sure.

As for our fund raising efforts I can
report that the Killin calendars are
selling well so if you are thinking of
buying one then now is the time as
they are limited in numbers. The
sponsored cycle ride went ahead on
the 10t September having been
delayed a week so as not to clash
with the Macmillan Charity Walk. I
must thank them for having to
delay it as the weather on the 3™
was grim. On the 10™ however the
weather was fabulous, warm, sunny
and no wind. The turnout was a lot
less than Ron and I had hoped for
but for the 7 of us who took part it

was a great
event. Thanks to Rona Foubister,
Jane Calder, Tony Brown, Tom
Crooks, Paul Godzik and son Felix
who joined me for a very enjoyable
day. Thanks must also go to Mike,
Lynn and family of the Courie Inn
who provided well-earned
refreshments at Callander. Funds
from sponsored riders, together
with sponsor money paid at the
Post Office, totalled over £700 so
our grateful thanks go to all those
who made donations.
Fundraising has been limited this
year but as always if anyone would
like to donate to the fireworks fund
the bank details are:-
Account Name: Killin New Year
Fireworks
Bank of Scotland
Sort Code 80-22-60
Account number 23264460
Please don't forget to give your
details when making a donation.
Arrangements for the fireworks
display are also now well advanced
and we can look forward to a grand
start to 2023 courtesy of Midnight
Storm. It just remains for me and
Ron to wish everyone a happy
Hogmanay.

Mike Beresford and Ron Allner

Business Opportunity

Situated at Killin Golf Club, We offer the
opportunity to run and manage this restaurant
and bar. The facilities also include a fully

fitted commercial kitchen.

With all profit from sales of food and drinks
being retained by you, in exchange you

provide a core hour support to manage our
on-course bookings. Start-up stock support
can be provided as well as subsidy towards

all utilities.

If this fantastic business opportunity is for
you, or if you require more details, please

apply in writing:

Killin Golf Club
Killin
FK21 8TX

or by email:

secretary@killingolfclub.co.uk

Killin Drama
Club
Pantomime

Members of Killin Drama Club
are hard at work rehearsing their
annual pantomime, Puss in Boots
by Ben Crocker, in readiness for
the productions on 19, 20t and
21st January in the McLaren Hall.
Tickets are priced at £9.50 for
adults, £8.50 OAP and £6.50 for
a child. Those who enjoyed table
seating last year can book a 5-
person table on Thursday
evening only, at a total cost of
£45.

Tickets will be on sale at the Hall
on Thursdays 1st/8th/15th
December between 12 noon and
2pm, or email
killindramaclub@gmail.com to
make your reservation. Payment
by BACS or Card can be
arranged, and seats are
allocated at the time of booking.
With no less than 5 new adult
cast members, some superb
scenery and slick scene changes
we can guarantee a great
evening of community drama.

feeds & stoves

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm | 21 Main Street, Callander =K17 300
QVE77 330643 . 07755 966 514
wew feedsandsioves coulk | Dawndlesdsandsiovescoul




Developing a Cycle Friendly Killin

Work is ongoing and plans are in place
to deliver a range of Cycling
opportunities and infrastructure in
Killin, including a pump track and
trails, but help is required to make this

Furthermore, Breadalbane Park was
identified as the preferred site for the
pump track (picture 1). The trails will
also offer a pathway and more
accessible and signed network for

Countryside Trust, who has created a
meander route leaflet (available
locally) and hosted a ride as well as
co-hosted an engagement evening
recently in November 8th (picture 3).

generational opportunity come to
fruition.

locals and tourists alike (picture 2).

As the funding application progresses,
we encourage and ask any keen
cyclists or individuals who want to help
with this project to attend monthly
meetings at the sports & recreation
hub. These will update on the
application and address key challenges
and considerations as the project
develops.

The Sports & Recreation Hub are now
taking on the key action to create a
steering group and apply for funding
for the project. The sportscotland
cycling facilities fund is running in
conjunction with next years World
Cycling Championships and the Killin
project has been welcomed for a full
application following an expression of
interest. The application must be
submitted by April 2023.

Killin Sports & Recreation Hub, Loch
Lomond & Trossachs Countryside
Trust, and Killin & Ardeonaig
Community Development Trust (KAT)
are working in partnership to progress
actions outlined in the Killin
Community Place Plan (2021-2031) to
enhance the provision and quality of
bike trails and associated
infrastructure in the area.

The first one will be on Tuesday,
December 6% at 7pm in the Sports &
Recreation Hub (Sports Pavilion).
Please get in touch to note your
interest and provide any thoughts at:
killinsportshub@gmail.com

But where do you start with such a
large-scale project? KAT commissioned
a feasibility study to be undertaken by
Allan Jones Associates and this was
published in May 2022 (please contact
us for a copy). With 76 community
survey responses and 40 school
survey responses, support was
unanimous for both the pump track
(94%) and the trails (98%).

Having such developments is an
incredibly exciting opportunity.
However support is required to
consider elements such as:
maintenance, participation (cycling
club or led rides), land permissions
and additional funding.

Engagement has already started
thanks to Jim Riach from the

Jim Presenting at the most recent
engagement meeting and out with
locals on a meander cycle

Killin Hogmanay

Site 1, the preferred option for a pump track, alongside an
example pump track in Livingston

Lantern Workshop

McLaren Hall, Killin
Saturday 17™ December 2022

10am - 3pm
FREE _Community Event
NEW FOR ‘22

Everyone welcome To make a lantern using willow
ond traditional metheds. Full instructions given,

Buffet lunch provided.
Children must be with an adult.

Then please join us for our | nanay Lantern
I from the Pavilion to the Dochart Bmdgc

Please book places : Alma 07777606248

Smoniorad by Toy Fitnes Eillin Fire Station and K

n Masonic
a0

Proposed trail network from the feasibility study
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Last time we focused on letting you
know about plans for our old Co-op -
super news and don’t you just love the
new one, almost a year old!

So, a quick update on progress:
Conversations are ongoing to actually
buy the building - these do seem to
take quite a while, so bear with us.
Exciting discussions are taking place to
decide how to make the building work
best for us all; renovations, what might
go where, that sort of thing - we'll
keep you posted.

Aside from the Co-op, there are so
many initiatives KAT is working on to
make Killin and Ardeonaig the best
place to live and visit.

Re-use shop
Autumn has well and truly arrived and
judging by the queues waiting for the
shop to open, many of you will have
noticed the cosy clothes hitting the rails
and even a little bit of Christmas
sparkle!
Why not pop in for a few Christmas
decorations; you may even find the
perfect Christmas gift for that special
someone.
We've slightly reduced our opening
hours with the season change, but we
still want to be here for you; so, you'll
still find us open seven days a week.
. Mon-Fri 1-4pm
Sat 12-4pm
Sun 11-2pm

Craft Sale

Our recent craft sale at the OIld Mill was
a great success, with sewing, crochet,
knitting and even demonstrations on a
loom! Don’t miss the next one on
December 3rd.

Community Fridge

This continues to be popular with
regular donations from the Co-op; plus,
Monica and Roman at Dall Lodge, local
growers with excess produce, visitors
with unused holiday goods, even plums
from Breadalbane Park have all gone
down a storm. As long as it's in date,
sealed, has ingredients listed and looks
good - we can take it!

RecyKillin tool library

This now has over 150 tools including a
carpet cleaner, ideal for sprucing up the
house before Christmas!

Sign up anytime at
www.recykillin.myturn.com or pop into
the shop where you'll find Eleanor
tinkering away in her cupboard
Saturdays 12-1pm.

We need you!
Fancy joining us in the shop for 3-4
hours a week? We provide full training,

tea, coffee. There're loads of different
tasks, something to suit everyone.
Email kirsty@killincdt.co.uk for more
info.

As always, a huge “Thank you” to our
fantastic team of volunteers including
Jenny who keeps the flowers in front of
the shop looking fabulous. And a “Great
big thank you” to you, the Killin
community for your excellent donations
and great chat in the shop. We’ve been
blown away by the support you've
offered us since we opened on Main
Street. We hope you've all grabbed an
amazing bargain or two in return.

old Mill

Another hugely important initiative for
the Killin and Ardeonaig community. We
are working with consultants to bring
your ideas to life from the Community
Place Plan and the Old Mill Community
Consultation.

But this won't stop craft and heritage
activities continuing to be held. If you
have popped in recently, you might've
seen the wheel turning (such a
wonderful, mesmerising experience)
and one of our resident weavers,
working away, lost in their own
spellbinding world (contact us to have a
go!).

By the time you read this, there’ll have
been another storytelling session on 19
November; and remember, if you have
tales to tell, let us know, we’d love to
share it.

Don’t miss our Make-your-own
Christmas event on the 3 December,
alongside our craft sale — make your
own, Xmas Stockings, gift wrappings,
cards and tags and a plate for Santa!
Raina@killincdt.co.uk

Youth Group

During the October break from school,
KAT held a costume-making event for
young people. Held in The Old Mill, this
was a fun-filled, creative day looking at
reusing and repurposing. This
collaborative occasion brought together
The OId Mill, Youth Group and Reuse
shop projects to provide some holiday
fun. Lots of young people came along
to create costumes ready for
Halloween, enjoying some ghostly
games and a spooky inspired lunch.
The imagination displayed was
fantastic, with The Old Mill being the
perfect venue. With the help from our
volunteers, plus all the kind donations,
a great day was had by all. Many
thanks to everyone who attended and
supported us on the day.
Carla@Killincdt.co.uk

So much happening and this only
scratches the surface!

If you'd like to know more, or feel you
can support the community by
volunteering or joining KAT; please
don’t hesitate to get in touch
Theresa@Killincdt.co.uk

Dates for your diary:

26th November - Reuse shop - Scouts
Event, McLaren Hall. Hamper Raffle and
brand-new Christmas gift sale!

3rd December - The Old Mill - Make-
your-own Christmas and Craft Sale

22nd - 29th December - Reuse shop
closed so all volunteers can have a
well-deserved holiday (Community
Fridge opening hours to be confirmed!)

24 December - The OIld Mill - Ancient,
traditional re-bedding of St Fillan’s
Healing Stones, which were gifted in
777AD.

Includes a story relating to the stones,
a chance to handle and feel the energy
of the stones, re-bedding ceremony,
stories, refreshments, possibly mulled
wine, a real traditional get-together,
plus all children can take part - don't
miss it!

Rob Roy

HOMES

manufacture and supply
of timber frame homes
and buildings
Rob Roy Homes
Comrie
Perthshire
PH6 2LB

Tel:(01764) 670424

E mail: mail@robroyhomes.co.uk
Website: www.robroyhomes.co.uk

48 years of guality value and service




(Gaulds Funeral Direccors

Proudly serving our community & providing exceptional funeral care since 1984

Pitlochry’s only funeral parlour — 34 Atholl Road — (01796) 474001
Long established premises in Aberfeldy — 20 Bank Street — (01887) 820436
Honoured custodians of Strowan Woodland Cemetery — (01764) 656567

£100 OFF Our Funeral Plans — QUOTE: Call Gaulds

INCEFEMDENT
FUNERAL
DIRECTOR
BUSINESS
AWARDS

JrP.m:'i.l"ur;-ﬁl
"Our I:amilg L{')(}Hin‘g AFcer UUUH I:m'niig_ Z021WINNER

www.Gaulds.com

Scrowan (Uoodland Cemetcery

< NIY

=

An area rich in biodiversity, naturally beautiful, and centrally located
within the historically significant Strathearn. Just three miles west of
Crieff, this award-winning burial ground enables you to secure the
eternal spot of tranquillity you deserve.

0%, 01764 656567 www.Ecoburial.me FofERA
s 4 Avikkos
< $ ) | e
“%J ot Sich do d anam, is Clach air do Chadirn 2021 WINNER
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Killin and Crianlarich Nurseries

Autumn Term
Killin and Crianlarich nurseries are engaging in a variety
of learning projects this term.
The Killin 3-5 year old children have been focused on a
play based learning approach through educator led
provocations. Pirate Pete has returned to nursery to
welcome our new starts with a pirate treasure hunt.
Pirate Pete has sent the children a message via a QR
code introducing the nursery children to technologies.
The children also received a treasure map which has
inspired our learners to read maps, learn about
navigation and direction and identifying landmarks
within our local community. The children have also been
engaging with a variety of literacy experiences, by
writing to Pirate Pete.
Killin and Crianlarich nurseries Christmas nativity
preparations are well underway, children are engaging
in a variety of expressive art experiences such as
learning songs with actions, creating costumes, prop
and scenery making. The nursery has invited the
residents from the Retirement Home as we continue to
reinforce the importance of our intergenerational links
within our community. Ron Allner will be joining us at the
nativity to do
this year’s
Christmas
‘Elfies’. The
nursery is also
selling raffle
tickets and
taking donations
for the
retirement home
Christmas
hamper.
The nursery
teams would also
like to express
our thanks to all our nursery parents for sharing their
children’s learning and experiences from home using the e-
Learning Journals. This communication link gives all
children the opportunity to share their experiences with
educators and continue with their learning interests from
home at nursery, strengthening our home to nursery links.
Killin 0-3 children’s rhyme time has been running
successfully in the library on Tuesdays. This is an open-
door event and our children and educators have enjoyed
meeting new families from the community.
A variety of Halloween experiences were offered to the
Killin 0-3 children, whereby they had the opportunity to
engage in carving and decorating pumpkins, decorating
q m Halloween biscuits
¥ -"P’* and some children
Ml baked pumpkin
cupcakes.
Parents
appointments have
been well attended
and it was lovely to
have the
opportunity to
welcome parents
back into the
setting, which for
some, was the first
time.
At Crianlarich Nursery the children have been learning how
to felt with Clare. They have been exploring different ways
to bind the wool together and the children and staff created
Halloween pumpkins and bats. This experience was perfect

7

for independent or small group exploration. Felt play
provides an opportunity to develop skills such as
listening to and following instructions, fine motor
development, hand-eye coordination and manual
dexterity, encouraging imaginative and creative
thinking.

The mobile library bus has a regular visit from the
Crianlarich nursery children and staff. The children
are able to sit and look at books and select some to
take back to the nursery which will support their
current interests and extend their knowledge.

Gourlay

Events

We are a family run business offering a
fantastic range of services for weddings
and events throughout Central Scotland.
The business has gained a great
reputation for quality produce and
sourcing all ingredients from local farms
and surrounding areas.

Wedding catering, Marquee hire, Private
parties, Corporate Events, Hog roasts,
BBQs, Bars

; o
B 6.3 S AMDENE
T e e T T
ey 3 'q'.' r
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Gourlay Events 07715489205
Gourlay.co@best-beef.co.uk




After another fantastic block of
sessions and the October holidays
over, Youth Group is back

for another term. During the October
holidays KAT held a Halloween
Costume Making day. It was a
fantastic day with so many good and
creative designs on display. The

event was held in The OId Mill and
young people were invited to come
along and make costumes for
Halloween, have lunch and play
Halloween games. A huge thank you
to everyone who took part. It was
marvellous to see so many of you
attend, to make your own costumes
and show off your creative skills. Also
a big thank you to all of the
volunteers who came to help,
especially those who dressed up!

With the nights getting colder and
darker we are forced to hold our
sessions inside. However,this hasn't
stopped us enjoying our youth group
sessions.

Killin

Bridge End Mill

|
|

Lots of gift ideas for Christmas
Please feel free to browse

Candles & Jewellery
Artwork
Scarves & Bags, Hats
Glassware, Willow Tree
Confectionary
Charlie Bears back in stock

Open 7 days a week 10am - 2.30pm

Falls of Dochart , Killin
Tel : 01567 820508

www.thepresentshop.co.uk

this term we have planned: A Games
Circuit (Mario Kart may feature!), T-
Shirt Design and of course the ever
popular I'm a Celebrity!

outGrop

Our last session before Christmas will
be on the 14th of December and as
yet our young people have still to
decide between a Christmas Party or
Christmas Craft Making.

. —— el M
We kicked off this block with a
special guest from Youth Scotland.
Laura visited us in Killin
and gave a fantastic session on
“Special Effects Make-Up”, everything
from cuts to zombie bites! It was
unbelievably realistic, unfortunate
that it was just after Halloween but
next year we'll see some truly
gruesome injuries on the doorsteps
I'm sure.

Having Youth Scotland visit us also
gave us the opportunity to start the
conversation with the young people
about creating a Youth Forum. A
Youth Forum is an essential part of
ensuring the youth services we are
providing are “person led” and are
created by and for the youth
community of Killin and the

Youth group sessions have been run
by CYP in partnership with KAT and
supported by a group of local
volunteers. If you are interested in
volunteering, no matter how little
time you can give or you are
interested in finding out more about
joining the Youth Forum please get
in touch.

carla@killincdt.co.uk

Carla Finlay

Youth and volunteer Coordinator
(KAT)

surrounding areas. Anyone interested
in joining the Youth Forum please get
in touch as your voice matters. At
the moment our youth provision is up
to S3. We would like to invite young
people above this age to have their
say and help us put provision

in place for you and your peers.

For the rest of our Block of sessions,

callonderada
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Experienced Physiotherapists weee maistered
Massage Therapist

EFFECTIVE TREATMENT TO GET YOU BACK ON TRACK.

3 5tofion Road, Callander

FOR APPOINTMENTS/ENGUIRIES
O1877 337 989 (2417 reception service] callander physiotherapy@gmail.com
www.callanderphysiotherapy.co.uk




Killin Medical Practice
We thank you for being patient during Covid and Flu
vaccination time.

If you have missed your Covid vaccination you may

still be able to get one at the local pharmacy, to book

via the NHS go on-line at or call the vaccine National

Helpline on 0800 0308013. An eve i usic
Jamie is currently attending University on a Thursday f;}d

until April next year. This is has reduced her capacity, and p follow ' by
you may have to wait a bit longer to see her. ~ ')j:?

Routine blood tests, blood pressure and ECG's etc., nce p ies
can be booked with our Health Care Assistant, Ann r
Gilles.

i
As the colder months begin we are seeing an sho adand
increased demand for appointments and you may

have to wait longer to see a specific doctor.

oft drin

A polite reminder, If you feel your problem is new and
requires an urgent assessment please call the
practice between 8am and 9am. We then have the
availability to see you if assessed as necessary.

The practice will be closed for Christmas on:

Monday 26" December

Tuesday 27t December

Monday 2" January 2023

Tuesday 3™ January 2023

Don’t forget to order your medication before the
holidays.

The doctors and staff wish all our patients a very
Happy Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 2023.

@ BAIRD The Capercaillie

O PTOM ETRISTS Fully Licensed Bar & Restaurant

OPTICIANS & CONTACT LENS PRACTITIONERS

Relax by our log fire and view our beautiful

Mewg Christmas -fmm garden by the river Dochart.

all the teawm at Excellent service and quality home made food
Bﬂlrd OPtDMEtFE-StS Breakfasts
Lunches
All Day Meals
Home Baking
Take Away Snacks, Meals and Pizzas

Private Parties Catered for

== Draft beers, Tennants, Guinness,
- ——-L O e : Birra Moretti+ Real Ales

book online : visit www.eyetest.online

) For Bookings Telephone Myra on
53a High Street, DUNBLANE 01786 821397

49 Main Street, CALLANDER 01877 330084 O 1 56 7 82 O 3 5 5

www.bairdoptometrists.com www.capercaillierestaurant.co.uk




Ben Lawers Hotel

'-:Ean'd Restaurant
" We would Ike to wish all our
customers, friends and guests a
Merry Christmas and a
Ha J

New Year

Traditional Scottish Music every
second Friday of the month
Bring your own instrument and join inl

The Minogue Brothers
Christmas Party - 9th December

ol EOWND olonireqLest

contactusioraetdils!

Please call or email:
01567 820 436
mail@benlawershotel.co.uk
www.benlawershotel.co.uk

R&CUKE

Coal Merchants and Haulage Contractors

12-14 Slamannan Road, FALKIRK, FK1 5LG
Tel: 01324 625624
Brian: 07780 736 778/Ronnie: 07748 453 440

Suppliers of coal and smokeless fuels for open fires and
stoves on a regular basis or bulk deliveries
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Rural Stirling

Housing Association

Do you need an affordable home ?

Rural Siirling Housing Association aims to support lecal communities by
providing quality homes at affordable rents for families, couples and
zingle people in housing need.

\We currently have over 670 rented houses and flats. Around 40 of these
become available for rent each year. At present we have properties in
the following communities:

Aberfoyle Doune Killin Strathyre
Balfran Drymen Kinlachard Strenachlachar
Buchlyvie Gargunnock Kippen Tyndrum
Callander Gartmare Lochearnhead

Deanston Killeam Strathblane

Further new build developments are being planned for Killeam,
Balmaha, Croftamie, Kippen and Drymen. Flease let us know if you
want to live in a village that is not listed above. Information on local
housing need and demand helpg us plan for the future. For further
information about us and a downloadable application pack please visit
our website www.rsha.org.uk .

Rural Stirling Housing Association
Stirling Road, Doune FK16 6AA

01786 841101
enquiries@rsha.org.uk
www.rsha.org.uk

Building affordable homes: growing rural communities

Regslerad as a Scotlish Charily Mo 300378409
Froparty Factor Mo, PFO00330 & Letting Agert Ragistration Mumber: LARM1 207004

@M acGregorsShop
wwwicggsorguk 3
mail@macgregors org uk

PR 1 01567 820362
MacGregor's
[ ]
Community Hub, i

Paper shop - Post office - Fishing tackle and permits
Community noticeboard - Information and advice
Stationery, books and maps - Snacks and confectionery
Toys, games and greetings cards
Bulk food and deaning product refills
Local food, wholefoods and fruit and veg

L B e [




Killin Community Council

Membership

The Community Council is pleased to
report that we have co-opted two new,
additional members. They are Helen
Middleton and Frances Inglis. Helen is
new to the village, and keen to help
and get involved. Francis is a veteran
attendee of most of our recent
meetings. We warmly welcome them
both and are confident they will prove
to be significant assets to our merry
band. We are also joined by Jane
Calder as a ‘stand-in’ Minutes
Secretary. Jane has only recently
returned to the village after a long
career with Save the Children,
travelling the world’s hotspots dealing
with refugees and protecting the
world’s most vulnerable. We hope that
Jane will be able to cope with the
drama and excitement of Killin
Community Council and remain
‘standing-in’ for quite a while yet!

Ukranian Refugees

It's not exactly been business as usual
for the Community Council over the last
few months. In early July the Killin
Hotel received the first busload of
Ukrainian refugees - the first of over a
hundred to arrive in Killin. Many
quickly moved on to sponsoring
families or other accommodation, but
around sixty settled in the hotel, and
were assured they could stay until
February, or even March. Efforts to
recruit sponsors or find them local
accommodation met with some
success, but a nationwide shortage of
both sponsors and accommodation saw
this exodus slow to a trickle, and then,
in mid-October, they were effectively
given four weeks’ notice to vacate the
hotel.

Throughout these preceding months
the local community rallied round
magnificently, providing help and
friendship, English language sessions,
activities and outings. Volunteer
helpers and tutors came from as far
afield as Ardeonaig, Lochearnhead and
Balquidder. Many of our guests found
local employment. Their children
settled in the local schools. Events
were held to raise money for
humanitarian relief in Ukraine,
including a well-attended concert and
ceilidh in the McLaren Hall to which the
Ukrainians contributed both
performances and food. But this
arcadian life was always going to come
to an end with the spring and the
return of the hotel to its core business
of providing food and accommodation
to travellers and tourists. So, we
continued our efforts to find suitable
and sustainable local accommodation
for those with jobs and those with
children at school. Throughout all this
we have benefitted enormously from
the professionalism and dedication of
our team of volunteers and local
businesses and supporters
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The sudden cancellation, by the
Scottish government, of the hotel’s
contract, threw all our plans into
disarray. Some of our guests were
happy to move to a more urban
location, particularly the young adults,
but others were anxious and some
distraught. While our guests were
fearful of the immediate future, we
were angry. The Scottish government'’s
actions seemed arbitrary and ill-
conceived. And so ensued an almost
perfect media storm. Our community’s
outrage and resolve was reported in
detail by most Scottish media outlets,
including STV and the BBC. Within
days, the government had backtracked,
extending the contract to enable a
more timely and phased withdrawal
and relocation, and shelving plans to
carry out similar evictions across
Scotland. The Scottish government, of
course, deny that this amounts to a U-
turn, and they are quite right, a U-turn
is a planned manoeuvre that can be
carried out with some grace. This was
more of a panicked reaction to
circumstances it had simply lost control
of.

For now, our guests know they have a
little more time to make plans and
preparations. Some may find local
accommodation, others may relocate in
time, while some may even return
home in the spring as the Russian tide
slowly but surely recedes from their
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