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From January 1,
2026, the Killin News
will no longer have its
own office. Because
of ever increasing
costs, particularly
regarding utilities, we
think it makes sense
to just rent
workspace as and
when we need it.

So we are going to
give up our office on
the Main Street and
will instead rent
space in Fassiefern
(the Re-use Shop) for
the days we need to
work on each
production. 

This means there will
be some changes to the way
we have worked previously. We
will no longer be able to insert
flyers into the magazine, for
example. We will no longer
have a phone line, either. You
can of course still

communicate by email
(editorial@killinnews.co.uk), or
else pop in to Fassiefern during
our working days. We will also set
up a postbox inside the building,
so you can deliver any messages
there (during shop opening
hours).

The move should mean that
we will not need to increase
the costs to advertisers and
subscribers. We will maintain
free delivery to all existing
recipients. 

We are moving!
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Killin Mountain Rescue Team

Callout Summary
As we approach the end of the year
our callout numbers generally start
dropping but numbers have remained
relatively steady if not slightly quieter
than recent years. 

Callouts that we have attended
include a broken ankle in
the Stank Glen at Ben Ledi,
a classic mountain rescue
injury and a classic rescue
and recovery. We wish the
casualty a speedy recovery. 

We had an early morning
rise to assist a solo walker
bivvying on the summit of
Beinn Dubhcraig who
became medically unwell in
the middle of the night.
Being on his own he made
the correct decision and
called the Police for
mountain rescue advice. A
small team safely walked
him off the hill and drove
him back to his vehicle to
recover from his medical
episode. Unfortunately, the
casualty, nor the rescuers,
never got their expected
sunrise and cloud inversion,
just low cloud. 

A casualty also needed assistance on
Ben More having taken a slide
towards the bealach with Stob
Binnean sustaining a shoulder injury.
Given the injury and location a
coastguard helicopter was tasked but
communication with the casualty was
lost so a precise location could not be
established. A sustained search by the
helicopter crew was undertaken but
fortunately the casualty was able to

walk himself slowly back down to a
track where team members were able
to assist him off the hill and onto
further medical assessment. 

Training
Our training for this period was a Joint
Training with Ochils and Lomond
Mountain Rescue teams in the
Aberfoyle area. This annual training is
vital to maintaining good working
relationships with neighbouring teams
but also for gaining insights into best
practice or tips/tricks for own Teams. 

At the same time, some members
were also in attendance at the
Scottish Mountain Rescue National
Training conference, learning more in-
depth skills and expanding their
knowledge into areas not generally
covered by Team training. An example
of this is Human Factors and the
theory of Holistics. A key soft skill of
managing teams in difficult situations.

Further to this, the team was
represented at the Scottish Mountain
Rescue AGM. This organisation does a
huge amount of work on promoting
mountain rescue fundraising, but also
important National work such as
providing our insurance and working
with Police Scotland on Mountain
Safety. 

The warmer than average weather
has made for a pleasant Autumn but
it won’t be long till winter returns.
With this in mind it is vitally important

to prepare adequately for
the Winter months. Some
members attended a
recent Seminar looking at
how climate change is
affecting Risk in our winter
mountains. The key
conclusion is that the
winter risks are still
present but that gaining
the necessary experience
to operate safely in these
conditions is going to get a
lot harder. 

As ever, we work tirelessly
in the background to
ensure that we can be
adequately prepared to
respond at anytime and
thank all those members
and Trustees who give
their time and energy to
the Team. 

As ever, if you do have any
questions or queries, do please
contact the team via email at:
secretary@killinmountainrescue.scot

Stephen Rawlinson
Secretary

Killin Mountain Rescue Team
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I recently inherited a picture called
Killin by the artist Stephen Bone. It
was bought by my grandparents in
Glasgow in the 1960s. After their
passing, my mother took possession
of it. For years it hung in our hallway
before eventually being put away in
the loft, where it stayed for decades.
Some time ago I came across it
again and decided to learn more
about it. My interest drifted in and
out, but something always drew me
back. Last year my mum kindly gave
it to me, and I became determined to

trace its origins.

My grandparents and parents moved
to Warwickshire in the early 1970s,
but Scotland and its heritage have
always held a dear place in our
family. This year I turned 50, and as
a gift, my partner and I stayed at
Greenbank Airbnb on Main Street,
Killin. Over a weekend in September,
we set out to discover where the
painting had been made. The staff at
Falls of Dochart Residential Home,
Wendy at Escape, and the staff and
customers at the Courie Inn all

shared helpful insights.

We first looked along cycle route 7
off Dochart Road, but the dense trees
and winding path quickly showed us
this was not the right spot. That led
us to George Bickerton’s farm on
cycle route 7 off Gray Street. I
approached George, who was sitting
in his Land Rover, picture under my
arm and kilt on, and explained my
quest. He kindly allowed us onto his
land, and with the painting in hand
we wandered through the sheep
towards the knolls overlooking the

village. To our delight, the boulder-
topped knoll revealed itself as the
place-it had to be the very spot
where Stephen Bone painted Killin in

the early 1950s.

We had travelled up from
Warwickshire with some trepidation,
worried that the view might have
been obscured or the landscape too
changed. In truth, the trees now
block the view of the Falls of Dochart
Inn, but the houses along Gray
Street are still unmistakable. There is
some artistic license in the painting-
Loch Tay appears from the right, and

possibly the ridges of Ben Lawers
have been added-but the overall view

is unmistakably Killin.

We would love to share this story in
Killin News and thank the residents
of Killin for their warm welcome and

hospitality.

Stuart Watson

Killin Painting - Discovering Location
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Christmas Thrift Shop

We will be running a fantastic
Christmas Thrift Shop in Aberfeldy
from the 14-21 December, so do
come along for some last-minute bits
and bobs! This is also a chance to
have a chat with our staff and
volunteers, find out more about what
we do and help us raise funds to

further our work.

Would you be interested in

becoming a trustee of HPCLT?

We are seeking new trustees to join
the HPCLT Board. We are keen to
hear from enthusiastic people of any
age with an interest in or experience
of hill landscape and wildlife,
conservation, communications/PR,
fundraising or financial management.

If you are interested in joining our
welcoming board and actively
helping HPCLT we would love to hear
from you. Please contact the Chair
on info@hpclt.org before the end of
December for more information and

to arrange an informal chat. 

For more information - 

Visit the What’s On page of our
website www.duncoillich.org to find
out where we are, what we do and
how to book.  You can also follow our
Facebook Group (Dun Coillich
Community Land) for regular

updates!

Dun Coillich is a community owned
landscape regeneration and rural
skills training project in Glen
Goulandie. The site is owned by the
charity Highland Perthshire
Communities Land Trust, which
manages the land for wildlife and the

local community. 

Volunteering opportunities

Fancy spending some time outdoors
doing some worthwhile conservation
work and learning new skills?  Dun
Coillich is a wonderful place for
volunteering, and we love welcoming
new faces! We meet every Tuesday
from 10am until 3pm and on the last
Sunday of the month, when we carry
out a range of tasks from improving
footpaths, planting and pruning trees
to checking fences and ecological
monitoring.  
Volunteering with us is a great way
to meet people, connect with nature
and discover Dun Coillich’s
increasingly rich and varied habitats.
Please contact our Project Officer
Heather Hamilton for more
information – project

officer@hpclt.org

Dun Coillich – where people and nature thrive

Don’t Forget Your Killin
2026 Calendars !

The Killin Calendars are now on
sale. The large A3 are £10.95, A4
£6.95, Slimline Kitchen £6.95. 

They are on sale in the post office,
Bridge End Mill, Kula, and Escape.
Or from me. 

These are on sale to raise funds for
the Hogmanay Firework Display

Ron Allner
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Tombreck Market Garden

Summer has well and truly
departed,but we had some nice dry
days in October to get everything
harvested and tidied up for the
winter. Most of the outside growing
beds have been covered with
compost and weed suppressant
membrane. This should make it
quicker and easier to get the
vegetables sown and planted out in

the spring. 

All that’s left in the ground now are
one and a half beds of parsnips, some
Swiss Chard and most of the brassicas
including kale, purple sprouting

broccoli, Brussels sprouts,
Swedes and some winter
cabbages. The potatoes
have been stored in a
‘clamp’, a traditional method
of storing root vegetables

over winter. 

In the polytunnel our early
salads are growing steadily
along with the spring
cabbages. 
The rest of the tunnel has
been weeded and covered,
and the last of our brilliant
volunteers have

left for the year.

Compost making has begun
in earnest, a favourite
winter job. We are re-laying
an old hedge on the farm,
chipping the trimmings,
then layering these with
softer green material such
as weeds and rushes in one
of the compost bays. There
are eight bays to fill with

compost material!

Our produce is still available
in the Tombreck Farm Shop

Harvesting parsnips

Hedgelaying

(six miles out of Killin on the north
Lochtayside road A827) and
MacGregors Community Hub.  Thank

you for your support.

Sue Manning 

Tombreck Farm 

07725320546 

suemanning@tombreck.co.uk
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Panto Posters From the Last 30 years
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Panto 2026 – our 30th Panto

As Panto Director for the past 30 seasons, I am often asked how it all started in Killin. Of course, the Drama Club had
been very active for many years and I believe a small-scale event had been produced at one time – but nothing on a
large scale!

I first moved to the village in the early 1990’s having moved from Comrie where I had been involved in Panto for
several years. As “Social Media” was not available then, all adverts etc went into the Paper Shop window in the
village, and amongst the items for sale I spotted an advert from Killin Drama Club as they were searching for
someone to direct a Panto. I hadn’t been in the village for long and I didn’t apply as I considered that it would be best
done by a ‘local’ (being directed by an ‘outsider’ might not work), and so I parked the idea – for quite a while…

The following year I spotted the same advert in the shop window, a little dog-eared and yellow, but I decided that the
time was right to give it a go – obviously no ‘locals’ were keen to take on the task! Following a phone call I was
welcomed into the Dr Syme’s house where I met Lesley Syme, Glenda Mardon and Bill Douglas to discuss the
possibilities. Sadly, Lesley and Bill are no longer with us but we had a good meeting where I explained my plans. In
particular, we needed lots of help, we would need scenery builders and painters, costume makers, technicians, front
of house staff, stage crew, chaperones and of course a cast, and I left the meeting thinking that I had asked for too
much, but happily we took on the challenge. The Ladies from the Rural came to our help with costumes and others in
the community helped too. No-one turned us down when asked for help.

Our first Panto, Jack and the Beanstalk proved popular, and the seeds sewn on the stage during the show produced
not only a Beanstalk, but an adventure for me which would last for more than 30 years. Inspiration was never hard to
find and I visited West End shows whenever I could, and tried to recreate their scenes on the Killin stage. A sunrise
scene from Lion King was a particular success.

Where have the years gone and so many friends? Here we are on the threshold of a major milestone and we’re
planning to do it in style. There are so many people we should thank and we’ll aim to do that in January as we
present our 30th show – it’s no coincidence that Jack and the Beanstalk has been selected again.

Although work on selecting the script starts in July, family life at this time of year is dominated by dreams of
extravagant panto scenes and this year will be no exception. It promises to be a ‘not to be missed experience’ with
lots of WOW factors - we promise you’ll not be disappointed. 
Thanks Killin for such great support.

Gordon Hibbert
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Strathfillan   

Strathfillan Community Development Trust

Strength and Balance Classes

Happy 1st Anniversary !

On Thursday 6th of November our
Strength and Balance class
celebrated its first anniversary. We
would like to thank everyone who
has attended the classes over the
last year and who continue to
support us by coming to class every
week, rain or shine. We thank our
funders, Trust in the Park, for their
continued backing, and Fiona and
Diane for all their help, support and
encouragement over the past twelve
months. We couldn’t have done it
without you, and we look forward to

working with you next year.

If you are interested in getting active
or looking for an opportunity to
socialise within the community, please
come and join us at our local Strength
and Balance classes in Crianlarich
Village Hall. We meet on Thursday
afternoons between 2 – 3 pm,
followed by tea and biscuits. Our
sessions are FREE (although donations
no matter how small kindly accepted)
with no need to book! Everyone is
welcome and if you need help to get
here, please contact Sheona or Dawn
at the Trust to arrange a lift. We look
forward to seeing you! If you would
like further information on the classes,
or if you feel that you may want to
train as a volunteer instructor, you can
contact Fiona@trustinthepark.org
from Trust in the Park or

Sheona@strathfillancdt.org.uk

Community Land Festival Event –

Bike Skills Park Opening!

A big thanks to all who came along to
our Community Land Festival
celebration event on the 18th of
October. 
We finally cut the ribbon on the bike
skills park (more to follow!) and then
enjoyed the hospitality of The
Tyndrum Inn to discuss the various
bits of land managed by the
community, considering the
successes, challenges and future
opportunities. 
A big thanks to all the businesses and
individuals who donated prizes for our
raffle, everyone was a winner! Further

thanks to Jimmy and Lynne MacKay
for their efforts in improving the bike
skills park, which is now ready for use
with well cleared trails, new signage
and a bike repair station for all to use.
Thanks also to Gavin Macnab for

putting together some cracking drone
footage for our promotional video. And
finally, a massive thank you to Meg
Taintor, and the Community Land
Scotland team, for inviting us to take
part in this years Community Land
Festival. They provided amazing
support, allowing us to put on a

fantastic afternoon and well done to
them for putting on another brilliant

festival across the country! 

Crianlarich Community Cinema

We have exciting news! Strathfillan

Community Development Trust have
secured funding from Stirling Council’s
Community Enterprise Grant, to set up
a small community cinema in the
Crianlarich Village Hall. We hope that
this initial funding will be the
beginning of a longer-term venture
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 by the Way

Massage - £48/hour, Pilates classes £8.50

that will benefit the whole of the

Strathfillan area.

We will be advertising locally and on
our social media channels so keep
your eyes open for further information

and dates.

Crianlarich Community Garden

The Trust have applied for planning
permission to erect a small covered
outdoor classroom in the area of
woodland immediately beside the

community garden. 

This project is part of the Wild
Strathfillan initiative and will give local
primary school children a place to
engage and learn about the natural

world. 

We are now on the lookout for
contractors to construct it, so if you,
or anyone you know is interested in
tendering for the project, then please
contact sheona@strathfillancdt.org for

more information.

Keeping strong and balanced at

home

Getting up off the floor

As we approach winter, and the
potential for trips and slips, it’s a good
time to practice the skill of getting up
off the floor. This is a skill that needs
a practice every now and then. 
The following images are a good way
to practice the skill, using a solid chair
at home. If you don’t trust that you
can get up again, only go down to one
knee and back up again. Perhaps
ensure someone is in the house to
give you a hand should you need it. 

Remaining able to do this skill means
you can sit on the floor with the
grandchildren/children on Christmas
Day too. You can also watch a video
here - https://bit.ly/3LM9QpE on NHS

Inform.

Have a go and let us know how you
get on – give us some feedback at
dawn@strathfillancdt.org.uk or on
the SCDT Facebook page. 

Remember to take this exercise
slowly. You may feel a bit dizzy as
you come back up from the floor so
take your time to rest in between
stages if you need to.

Using a stable and firm chair, grab
hold of the arms.
Carefully kneel on the floor, one knee
at a time.
Continue to hold onto the arms of the
chair.
Keeping the chair nearby as a
support, lower yourself slowly to the
floor until you are kneeling in front of
the chair.

It is ok to stop at
this stage if you are
not confident of
being able to rise
from the floor.

If you feel you are
able, lie down flat 
on the floor.

To get back up
again from flat on
the floor. Roll onto
your side. Bend
your knees, ready
for the kneeling
position. 

Bring one arm
under you and push
up to a sitting or
kneeling position. 

Reach for the chair and pull yourself
up to a standing position or a seat on
the chair. 
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Killin Prim  

A Message from the Killin Parent Partnership

The Killin Parent Partnership has had a busy few months. Last
month we resurrected Killin Primary’s famous Halloween party.
The parent helpers all dressed as witches while the kids were
decked out in an array of fabulous costumes. Jane Calder was the
costume competition judge for the Primary 1 to 3 and Mandy
Bickerton and Cecelia from the FOD retirement home for primary
4 -7.

P1 - Brodie, P2 – Ailsa, P3 – Cole, P4 – Noah, P5 - Bella Frost,
Amber Campbell and Blair Crooks, P6 – Murron and P7 – Josh -
Congratulations to all the winners!

Thanks to the Agricultural Show and Co-op for donating sweets
for sookin’, and apples for dookin’. The party was a great success
all round - consider the Killin Primary Halloween Party officially
reinstated.

In other news, the KPP managed to raise almost £500 at the Glen
Ogle 33 event. The ultra marathon starts and finishes in Killin so
the runners and their families enjoyed some hot drinks and cakes
at McLaren Hall after the event. We would like to say a massive
thank you to all the ladies who kindly donated their home made
baking. It was the reason the day was such a success. A little
birdie tells me that there are many men in the village who also
like to bake. Well guys, aprons at the ready for we will be asking
for your home baked delights for the Nativity on December 15th.

P5-7 have been involved in the BEAR Cub Engineering Project.
They have already learned about different jobs in engineering,
how water filtration systems work and how different bridges

are designed, tested and built. 

‘I’ve enjoyed making water filters and testing them to see if
they work.’ Amber P5
‘My favourite activity was building a bridge – my group built

the strongest.’ Blair P5

Class 3 went litter picking with Gareth from the
National Park and Tim from Environmental Action
Killin. We found lots of glass bottles, tyres, cans
and a Croc!  

For our ‘People who Help Us’ topic Class One
visited the church and met Rev Jeff. The best bit

was definitely ringing the bell. Did you hear us?

Our P7s had a great morning with our
emergency services, learning valuable skills
and asking very insightful questions. The
sessions were led by our local Police Officers,
Killin MRT, Tyndrum and Crianlarich Retained
Fire Service and John and Jennifer Morris.

Thank you to all who made this event possible. 
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 ary School

Thank you to the KPP for hosting a brilliant Halloween
party for the children. 
‘I enjoyed hunting for sweets in the jelly.’ Zach P6

‘My favourite was spooky musical chairs.’ Euan P3

Thank you to all the families and friends who came to
support our Share the Learning event. The children
really enjoyed showing you their excellent work.

It has been great to be back on the Loch for some
paddling. This is our 3rd year of support from the
Firbush team, we are very grateful.  

A huge thank you to everyone who entered the Killin Primary

Parent Partnership pumpkin competition!

The entries this year were really fantastic and our judge,
Marius from The River Inn, had a very hard job deciding. The
winning pumpkin was by Cole and the runner up by Lowen. Class 2 have been learning all about different

habitats around the world. We have made posters
and dioramas to display our learning. 
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Walking with the C60 Bus
With the short days and winter blues,
it is a good time to plan a walk or
two and explore a few paths you may
not have used in a while.  The added
C60 daily run allows you to leave the
village and be dropped off at various
points along the route to Callander
provided the bus can safely stop to
drop you off or pick you up.  It allows
you to leave the car at home and
walk from one point to another
rather than having to return to your
start point. 

Kilmahog to
Callander
An example
would be to
take the 11.05
from Killin and
get off the bus
at Kilmahog
around 11.46
where there are
a few options to
walk to
Callander in
addition to the
direct route
along the old
railway. From Bochastle car park The
Great Trossachs Path can be followed
to a junction about a mile from
Kilmahog where turning left takes
you down to the A821 which is

crossed to follow the minor road
down to the bridge. Turn left along
Invertrossachs Road to the entrance
to Coilhallan Wood where a track can
be followed to the A81 in Callander.
A diversion can be made north from
the Great Trossachs path to take in
Samson’s Stone and/or Dunmore
Fort.  If you do not dally, you should
have time for a coffee or browse in
Callander before catching the 3.05pm 
back to Killin.

Glenoglehead to Killin
There are many different routes from
Glenoglehead back to Killin. The most
direct is down the cycle track and

along the old railway which is around
3.5 miles and takes about 1 hour 15
minutes. A longer alternative is along
the upper forest road along to the
Auchmore Burn and then down the
track beside the burn back to Killin.
The bus can drop you off at the top
and you can make your own way
back to Killin at your leisure.

Rob Roy Way
Parts of the Rob Roy Way can be

done using the C60, such as
Glenoglehead to Lochearnhead,
Lochearnhead to Strathyre, and
Strathyre to Callander.  

With a bit of imagination, you
can plan routes to suit and help
the bus numbers before the
end of the two-year pilot in July
2026.  The future of the bus
will be discussed at a meeting
in either April or June before
the end of the pilot and the
more it is used, the better the
numbers will be. We need to
keep the bus running for the
future and the more people
who can use it, the better. 

Downloading the app MAPS.Me is a
very useful tool and the
walkhighlands.co.uk website can give
you route information on some of the
walks you can do.

Samson’s Stone
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Killin Nursery

Children have also
been engaging in
small group
activities as they
are supported in
developing their
listening and
talking skills
alongside learning
skills for sharing
spaces and
resources.

From August 2025, we have been very busy welcoming new friends and their families as they begin on their learning
journey at Killin nursery. Our amazing educators are very proud to have an inclusive, friendly and respectful learning
community, where all skills, knowledge and diversity is celebrated. We would love to welcome all children, friends and
family within our local community to join us at the following sessions…

Rhyme Time in Killin Library - Every
Tuesday at 10:30am - for
approximately 30 minutes - Extended
year.

Stay Play and Blether away in
Killin School gym hall - Every
second Thursday at 2:00pm - for
approximately 1hour - Term time
only.

Children have been learning an inclusive communication method called Makaton and have enjoyed practicing the
Halloween inspired song Incy Wincy spider using Makaton. The children also celebrated Halloween by dressing up,
face painting, pumpkin carving and other sensory experiences.

The children have really
enjoyed going on a few
nature walks around the
village, exploring and
learning about the
seasons, investigating and
discovering the changes to
the environment that
Autumn brings.

The children have been
learning a variety of new
skills and developing their
understanding of what
being a good friend looks
like as they take turns
being our nursery Buddies.
This week Anthony has
been chosen as our
nursery buddy.

The children have been learning
about Play Scotland’s Wellbeing
Buddies, we have been focusing
on Safe Stella, Nurtured Nora
and Active Aamir. The children
have engaged in a variety of play
based learning deepening their
knowledge and understanding of
what being safe, nurturing and
active means for them.

Important dates for your diary

Rhyme Time in Killin Library - Every Tuesday at
10:30am - for approximately 30 minutes - All
year round, with a special Christmas themed
session on the 23rd of December.

Stay Play and Blether away in Killin school gym
hall - Every second Thursday at 2:00pm - for
approximately 1hour - Term time only.

Congratulations to our superstar Acting
Senior Early Childhood Educator, Erin
McLarty on her recent Graduation through
completing the BA Early Learning and
Childcare (Graduate Apprenticeship). 

Erin is an extremely valued member of our
team and we are so proud of her and all
her achievements. 
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Crafts, cooking and capers at
RecyKillin
It has been a busy few months at
RecyKillin with events taking place,
ranging from food demos, crafting
and games afternoons and Guising
Night shenanigans (see our Facebook
page for all the photos from the fun
and games on the night -
www.facebook.com/reuseshopkillin).

Community Fridge Cooking
Workshops
Thanks to funding from Hubbub, the
organisation behind the Community
Fridge network, we have been
running a series of Community Fridge
Cooking workshops, aiming to inspire
us all to help prevent food from going
to waste. So far, we have had Fizzing
Fermentations, Dehydration Demo,
Vinegars from Fruit Scraps, and
Super-Charged Winter Salads. And
we also have a new 12-tray
dehydrator available to hire free for
Tool Library members – find out more
about the Tool Library at
www.killincdt.co.uk/project-toollibrary

Coming up next is Fire Cider Brewing.
Come along to this free hands-on
workshop to make your own take-
home traditional herbal fermentation
brimming with immune-boosting
goodness. It takes place on Sunday,
November 30, 10am to 12 noon, at
Fassiefern Business and Learning
Hub. Booking is essential -
www.eventbrite.com/cc/community-
fridge-cooking-4703123

Plus, starting in December we have
more free cookery workshops taking
place at The Big Shed in Lawers
(transport from Killin provided).
These will be fun, hands-on cooking
sessions for beginners, where you’ll
explore seasonal flavours, build
essential kitchen skills, and enjoy
food together.

First up is Winter Warmers, Comfort
Food on Saturday December 6, 11am
to 3pm; followed by Festive Leftovers
to Gnocchi on Saturday, December
13, 11am to 3pm; a third session –
Batch Cooking Bonanza – will take
place in January, the date yet to be
confirmed.

The first two are open for bookings
now on the same link above. 

Getting Your Craft On
Visitors have also been getting crafty
at our Cuppa, Blether, Craft drop-ins.
So far, thanks to our volunteer
leaders, we have enjoyed card
upcycling, book folding art and table-
top games.
Coming up:
Saturday November 29: Party
games for all the family
Saturday, December 13: Christmas
Cracker making (bring two toilet roll
inners) and Christmas card upcycling
Sunday, December 14: Christmas
themed table-top games
Saturday, January 24: Bring the
games you got for Christmas
Friday, February 13: Book folding
art for beginners

These afternoons are relaxed, a
chance to be sociable and indulge in
some ‘big kid’ crafting and games,
just for fun – no experience is
necessary.
All Cuppa, Blether, Craft sessions are
free, run from 2pm to 4pm, and
refreshments are provided. No need
to book, just turn up.

Christmas and January opening
hours
The Reuse Shop, Tool Library and
Community Fridge will be open as
usual until Tuesday, December 23.
From Christmas Eve we will be
closed, re-opening again on Monday,
January 12. This will give our
volunteers a chance for a well-earned
break. The Reuse Shop will be open
on Saturday, December 27, and
Saturday, January 3, 12 noon to 4pm,
however, in case people want to the
chance to pop in and have a blether
and a browse.

Take a look at what Fassiefern’s
Business and Learning Hub has
on offer
- Our business and learning hub
is available for bookings for: 

- A meeting space for up to 30
people

- Need a place to work for a few
hours? You can book a desk space 

- Need to hold a video
conference? We have great
technology for this

- Want to organise a training
event? Great space and
technology for that too 

- Need a private space to meet
clients/customers? We have a
great comfy relaxed space to
enable this to happen, too

Whatever your needs, pop in for a
look around and chat to Theresa. 

Thinking of starting a new
business and need a space?
We have a small unit to rent, why not
come and view our unit and chat to
Theresa. If you like the space we can
help to get you setup, (sadly not
financially :-)). 
Contact Theresa on by email
theresa@killincdt.co.uk or phone
01567 230040 for more information. 

Start-Up Stirling and CAB drop-in
Thursdays
We continue to have Start-Up Stirling
and Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB)
coming in every Thursday 10.45am to
11.45am before the warm hub.  So,
pop in to see them. 

St Fillan’s Church moves to the
feasibility stage
We were successful with our funding
applications. We have appointed
consultants to help us deliver a
feasibility study and a business plan,
and also an architects team to help
design the space and work out how
much it would cost to deliver. We will
be holding a consultation event over
the next few months about the
feasibility, business plan and design.
Keep an eye on Facebook
(www.facebook.com/KillinArdeonaigTr
ust), our TV screen in the window of
Fassiefern and posters around the
village so you can get involved if you
want. 
For more information contact Theresa
on theresa@killincdt.co.uk or phone
01567 230040 

New project in the pipeline –
Skills Development Project for
Young People
We have received funding from
Stirling Council’s ‘No One Left Behind’
to start a pilot Skills Development
Project for Young People. If you are
under 26 years old and would like
support to move into employment or
further education we might be able to
help you. Come in to Fassiefern for an
informal chat with Theresa. 

Part of this project is our partnership
with Wild Strathfillan, where we are
wanting to provide courses for young
people who want to learn more about
rural skills. We will be working with
Wild Strathfillan partners to develop
the course so young people can get
some hands-on experiences in
different areas. We will transport any
young person to and from the courses
and support them throughout the
day.
If you are interested in finding out
more please contact Theresa on
theresa@killincdt.co.uk or phone
01567 230040
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Congratulations to Bill Rew who celebrated his 100th
birthday on Wednesday 24th September. Jean and
Patricia along with family, friends and carers joined
the birthday celebrations at the Falls of Dochart
Retirement Home where Bill now lives. 
Bill was born in Edinburgh and came to the village of
Killin in 1959 after being appointed Control Engineer
at Lochay Power Station which was part of the
Breadalbane Hydro Electric Scheme commissioned in
1958.
Bill fully embraced village life, chairing the
community council in the 90s, taking on the role of
captain at the golf club in the 80s, enjoying summer
bowling and winter curling (even the odd bonspiel).
Alongside his love of golf, Bill loved his garden; he
spent many happy hours tending to his flowers and
growing an abundance of soft fruits and vegetables at
Lismore. 
Bill’s daughters, Jean and Patricia wish to thank
everyone who sent cards, gifts and kind wishes to
their father on this milestone birthday.

Erin Walker McLarty
Bachelor Of Arts Early Learning And Childcare

On the 2nd October 2025 in Perth Concert Hall our
daughter, sister, auntie and girlfriend Erin graduated
with her  Bachelor of Arts DEGREE. Erin has studied
for 4 years in her own time to gain this award. The
day was full of celebration, emotion and many
congratulations. 

We are all so proud of you Erin BA.

Celebrations
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K i l l i n  Commun i t y  Cho i r  Remembrance  Concer t
McLaren Hall was full for the Killin Community Choir Remembrance concert held on the 15th of November. The concert
marked the anniversary of 80 years since the ending of WW2.

Special guests from the world of opera and children from Killin Primary School helped provide a varied and poignant
evening.

For the choir, it was important to give thanks to Frances Morrison-Allen at the end, for the 15 years of time, joy and
music she has given us.

Frances Morrison-Allen Presentation
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Remembrance Sunday 2025

On Sunday 16 November
Killin had its annual
Remembrance Service
ceremony, conducted by
Biker Chaplain Bryn Rees of
the Royal British Legion
Riders Branch.There was a
good turnout, in spite of the
poor weather conditions.
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Killin Community Council
Chairman’s Report

Members
There was a refreshingly high turnout
of local community members at our
November meeting.  In addition to a
full agenda of important local issues,
we had an election for two new co-
opted members.  Our new co-optees
are Wendy Simpson and Alastair
Watson.  Wendy and Alastair will be
contributing to their first full
Community Council meeting in
January, and we wish them all the

best.  

Loch Tay Path Project
The most controversial agenda item
was undoubtedly the transfer of the
Loch Tay Path project to KAT.  The
Community Council decided on this
course of action when it became
clear that there were significant
administrative challenges to our
going forward with this project on
our own.  These arose through
complications due to our status as an
elected public body.  These
complications were not
insurmountable, but would have
necessitated significant additional
financial outlays to comply with legal
and regulatory requirements.  KAT,
as a registered charity specifically set
up for this sort of project, is in a far
better position to carry it forward.  To
ensure continuity, Susan McRobbie
who, along with Stewart Inglis, is
leading on this project for the
Community Council, is being
seconded to KAT for the remaining
duration of the project’s funding,

tendering and completion.

Paramedic Cover
There was some concern about a
report that the local paramedic cover
was to be reduced with no out of
hours cover.  David Fettes, our
National Park representative, has
written to the Scottish Ambulance
Service asking for clarification and, if

true, a reversal of this decision. As
he points out, “The Scottish
Ambulance Service plays a vital role
in ensuring timely and effective
emergency care. The absence of
after-hours paramedic support in
North Stirling leaves residents
exposed to unacceptable delays in
life-saving treatment, particularly
during critical incidents such as
cardiac arrests, strokes, and trauma.”
An excellent and effective
appreciation of the issues at stake
here, with which the Community
Council wholeheartedly agrees.  We
will fully support David in his efforts
to ensure that local paramedic cover

remains fit for purpose.

Roads and Lighting
There were concerns raised, both at
the meeting and prior to it, about
street lighting at the Dochart Bridge
and about the state of the pavements
on Main Street.  There is only one
street light illuminating the bridge,
and it’s light is being doused by
overgrown trees.  Locals and tourists
have been seen crossing the bridge
at night waving a torch about as a
safety measure.  The autumn has
reduced this problem slightly, but it
will need to be dealt with properly by
the spring. The pavements on Main
Street, and to a lesser extent
elsewhere, are in an appalling state
of disrepair, with fractured and
broken surfaces and pooling of water
in heavy rain.  This is especially the
case at dropped kerbs, where large
deep puddles make the pavement

unusable.

Local Projects
There was some good news.  KAT
have secured funding for a feasibility
study of the likely options available
for repurposing the Tin Chapel.  The
preferred option is for it to become a

hostel catering for those on the
‘Pilgrim Trail’ from St Andrews and
for other budget travellers, but other
uses are not ruled out.  The ‘pump
track’ in the park is now complete,
and should be in use by the time you

read this.

Local Bus Services
The local transport situation
continues to improve.  Stirling
Council have introduced another run
in the C60 service in the late
morning, which seems to be proving
popular.  Every indication is that
Stirling are fully committed to this
service.  The Ember bus is also
proving very popular. Though it stops
only at Lix Toll, its competitive
pricing and reliability is valued
locally.  The last time I dropped
someone off to catch it, I was very
pleased to see it pull into Lix Toll
service station for the pickup as the
official bus stop is in the worst
possible place – just before the Killin
turnoff on a blind bend.  I am sure
that Certas will forgive this
temporary interruption to their fuel

provision business!

Next Meeting
The next Community Council meeting
will be held in the Lesser McLaren
Hall on 6th January at 7.00pm.
Enquiries, suggestions and comments
are always welcome and can be sent
to communitycouncilkillin@gmail.com
In the meantime, we wish you a very
merry Xmas and a happy and

prosperous New Year.

Andy Aitken
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Killin’s Annual Hogmanay Fireworks Display Rings in the New Year
with Community Spirit and Sustainability

closely with our firework provider to ensure the event
is more environmentally sustainable without
compromising on its breathtaking visual appeal.

This year’s display will be slightly shorter than previous
years, reducing noise and light pollution, while
featuring a selection of more eco-friendly fireworks.
These improvements reflect our commitment to
protecting our beautiful surroundings and reducing our
carbon footprint, while still providing a magical end to
the year’s festivities.

Looking Ahead: Together for a 
Memorable Hogmanay

We are excited to welcome everyone to join us for this
year’s Hogmanay celebrations in Killin. Together, with
your support and participation, we can continue to
uphold the traditions that make our community
special, celebrate safely, and embrace sustainable
practices for the future.

For more information on volunteering or the event
itself, please contact the organizing committee directly
through killinfireworks2025@hotmail.com – Carla,
Jayne, Rona, Sara, Louise, Ron and Sean.

Let’s come together to ring in the New Year with joy,
respect for our environment, and a true spirit of
community.

As the bells toll to welcome the New Year, Killin’s much-
loved Hogmanay fireworks display once again promises to
light up the night sky, bringing joy and celebration to
residents and visitors alike.

Heartfelt Thanks to Our 
Wonderful Supporters

This cherished event would not be possible without the
incredible support of our local community, and we would
like to highlight three key contributors.

a)To start, we extend our deepest gratitude to all those
who play the weekly lottery bonus ball — your
contributions have been instrumental in making this year's
spectacular display a reality. The enthusiasm and
generosity you show not only help fund the fireworks but
also highlight the strong community spirit that defines
Killin.
The funds raised through the weekly lottery are vital in
ensuring that our annual celebration remains a highlight of
the festive calendar. Every ticket purchased helps to cover
costs and supports local initiatives connected to the event,
making it a true community effort.

b) Alongside this, Jayne Kerr has kindly set up a Just
Giving page, looking to raise £2000 to Support Killin
Hogmanay Fireworks and Christmas lights. Here is a link to
the page and a QR code if you’d like to donate:

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/killin-fireworks

c) And finally, a mainstay of the fundraising is generously
provided through Ron Allner, who develops yearly
calendars showcasing Killin and available in many places
throughout the village. See page 8 for full details.

A Call for Marshals: Join Us in Keeping 
Hogmanay Safe and Enjoyable

Hosting a popular event like this requires strong support
on the ground. We are therefore reaching out to local
residents to volunteer as marshals on the day of the event
and during the celebrations. Marshals perform an essential
role in helping with crowd control, guiding attendees
safely, and providing assistance when needed. Your
presence helps create a welcoming and secure
environment for families, friends, and visitors.

Volunteering as a marshal is a rewarding way to give back
to the community and get involved in one of Killin's most
anticipated events. If you are able to help, please contact
the organizing committee through the details provided
below.

Listening and Improving: A Greener, More
Thoughtful Fireworks Display

In recent years, we have received valuable feedback
regarding the duration and environmental impact of the
fireworks display. Taking this on board, we have worked
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Community Meal: A Monster Event

On Sunday 26th October, the first of this winter’s
community meals was hosted at the Killin and

Ardeonaig Church.

The free soup lunch was kindly supported by
volunteers Elizabeth, Julia and Jane, the soups
donated by David Lejnieks and the Scottish Women’s
Institute, cake donated by Kula, and fruit donated by

The Cooperative. 

It was attended by around 25 people of different
generations and backgrounds, a true example of the

community coming together in friendship. 

There were also plenty of activities for children,
including dooking for apples, face painting, and craft-
making. The younger children enjoyed playing with

toys and eating the watermelon monster!

This church event is free and open to people of all

faiths and none, as a way to serve the community. 

These are held on the last Sunday of the month from

October until March from 12pm until 2pm.

Next events are November 30th, January 25th,

February 22nd, & March 29th 

Find out more on the church Facebook page

www.facebook.com/killinkirk
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Killin Breadalbane Angling Club

The angling club is here within the
community to promote angling in
general within the Killin area and to

organise angling outings.

Argyle Sea Tours Outings
In July KBAC and some youngsters

from the village went out of Oban
with Argyle Sea Tours for mackerel
fishing. They had a fantastic time,
caught lots of fish. The captain got to
keep the lobster, and managed to get
to see gannets diving for their food
and Minke whales swimming near to
the boat. Once they had finished
fishing they were all treated to a
Chippy before being dropped off at
the village hall.

Thank you to the committee for
agreeing for this to be run again this
year. Thank you to all the kids that
went on this trip – they were a
fantastic bunch and represented the
village perfectly. Also to Donald
McLarty for helping keep the children

in check.

Then the adults were allowed to go
fishing that month for mackerel also
with Argyle Sea Tours. Over 200
caught and lots of laughter to be
had. The trip had 12 anglers, people
from the village that have never
fished before and some wanting to

get back into fishing. 

Thank you to Andrew Forster for
being such a patient bus driver on
both outings with the use of the Killin

Community bus. 

Loch Tay Outing
The club has had its first
outing this year on Loch
Tay, with three boats and
two fly fishing from each
boat.
The tactics for the day was
an Intermediate fly line and
the flies that were used are
Peter Kate Mclaren.
Weather was overcast with
a west wind. Total fish kept
was 7, and another four
returned. 
Winning bag was six fish

and heaviest was 1lb 6oz with John
Chisholm taking the Trophy for the
day.

Everyone had a cracking day with the
weather holding out and watching
the Osprey heckle the Sea Eagle

Orchil Trout Fishery Outing
The next outing was to Orchil Trout
Fishery; unfortunately the weather
was against us, sunny and no wind.
There were 10 anglers from the club.
4 out of the 10 were aged under 18,
which was great to see. Best part of
the day was hearing that Ian
Golledge and Callum Chisholm both
drew on the day with one caught
each and both returned.

The Committee have been working
hard this year to try to bring the club
on. It has been brilliant to see more
children getting involved in fishing

and enjoying being outdoors.

The Angling Club is 6 years away
from celebrating its 150th year and
we would like to get more assistance
in the committee to help to keep the
momentum going. 
If you are able to help the Angling
Club, whether you like to fish or not,
but would be able to donate a couple
of hours a month, we would love to
hear from you on

kbacsecretary@gmail.com

Stephen Hay 

President of KBAC
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Helen Cole’s Retirement
All the staff at the National Trust for Scotland would like to wish a happy retirement to Property
Manager, Helen Cole. 
Helen came to Killin in 1991 and worked as a ranger until 2009 when she
took over as Property Manager for the Ben Lawers National Nature

Reserve and Moirlanich Longhouse, following David
Mardon’s retirement. 
She has passionately continued with the active habitat
restoration started by David, and that has inspired
many other conservation projects throughout the UK. 
In Killin, she started Green Team in 1991, in
partnership with Killin Primary School providing nature
education with lots of games, activities and trips. She
has also continued to provide guided walks at Ben
Lawers and if you haven’t joined one of her Mountain
Flowers walks, you have missed a highlight. 

Plumbing 
& 

Heating

Tel 07772973082Tel 07772973082

JASON CAMPBELL
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Obituary

Margaret was born in 1940 in
the little village of Moy,
Inverness-shire where her
father was a gamekeeper. She
had a happy childhood with
her older sister Sheila and
younger sister Dorothy.

She did her nurse training in
Inverness, getting engaged to
John when she was 19. He was
a farm manager from the
neighbouring village of
Tomatin. With great foresight
for the late 1950s her mother
insisted she finished her
training before they married in
1961 when she was 21.

Shortly after, John joined the
Police and they settled in
Edinburgh. Margaret resumed
her nursing career and
became a Sister (charge
nurse).

They endured the pain of the
loss of their baby daughter Annette
in 1964 but had a very happy time in
Edinburgh, especially with the birth
of Mairi in 1970, to whom Margaret
was an extraordinary mum.

They missed country life and looked
about for an opportunity to return to
something more rural. John bought
the haulage business and the family
moved to Lyon Villas in Killin in 1977.
The first few years were hard as they
built up the business, John,
renowned for being on time or early
for everything, while Margaret
learned how to do the accounts, dealt
with the telephone and fed large
numbers on “mart” days. They
continued their association with the
Free Church attending services in
Aberfeldy. 
Margaret returned to nursing in the
early 1980s as a Sister at Aberfeldy
Cottage Hospital. She loved her work
and the colleagues there and
endured some snowy journeys along
the loch, staying in Aberfeldy for
several days on more than one
occasion.
Once she retired in 2002, she was
able to get more involved in Killin
life, particularly the WRI, the Guild
and the Church craft group. She
remained involved in most of these
until the end of her life. Memorably
on one windy Show day she got
trapped under the gazebo when it
blew over. She was unharmed and
the fire brigade rushed from their

own stand to come to the rescue!
Like many Killin women of her
generation she excelled at baking
and her scones were famous. She
was often to be found on stalls or
providing baking with the lovely
Bunty, Annie and Judy among others.

She supported John in all his work on
the Community Council and
particularly the Falls of Dochart
Retirement Home. After John died
she joined the Board of the Home
herself and put alot of effort into
ensuring its continued comfort and
care. She looked after John with
great care throughout his 20 year
illness - continuing her lifelong habit
of caring for others. When John died
after 49 years of a very happy
marriage she missed him dreadfully.
In her usual way, though, she said
little about herself and continued to
keep busy and support others,
particularly Jonathan and Mairi.

When Margaret became very ill in
2021 with a long hospital stay she
was clear that she wanted to get
back to Killin and if not fit for her
own home, to stay at the Falls of
Dochart Retirement Home. She
moved in in September 2021 and
flourished under the love, care and
friendship of the very special staff
there. She made an incredible
recovery and really enjoyed visits
from the school, nursery, Guild and
the afternoon tea group. Margaret

still tried to be a support to the
staff in the Home whenever she
could and was often found
trying to help and encourage
other residents. She really
enjoyed seeing people and
being busy, managing out to
many activities and to
Shutters/Kula as well as some
trips further afield.

Margaret passed away suddenly
but peacefully on 6 October
2025 at home in her room in
the Falls of Dochart Retirement
Home. Her faith was central to
her life and her funeral reflected
that, particularly with the
singing of her favourite psalms.

Despite difficult times, God’s
goodness and mercy were with
her all the days of her life and
she is now in God’s house
forever.

Margaret MacPherson

12 May 1940 - 6 October 2025

Thank You

Mairi and Jonathan would like to
thank all those who have given
them care and support since
Margaret passed away. Thank
you to everyone who sent cards,
visited and provided other
support as well as attending the
funeral and providing generous
donations to the Falls of Dochart
Retirement Home. We would also
like to thank those who
supported and helped Mum and

us during her stay in the Home.

We would like to express our
appreciation to Gaulds Funeral
Directors and those at Killin
Church for their help with funeral

arrangements.

Most of all we would like to thank
Mandy and the staff at the Falls
of Dochart Retirement Home,
together with the Board, for the
very special care she received.

Mairi and Jonathan Keddie
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Glenfalloch Restoration Project Update

Native woodland restoration on
a landscape scale in Loch Lomond

and The Trossachs National Park

Glenfalloch, located at the northern
end of Loch Lomond, is embarking on
a new chapter of restoration, with a
goal of protecting existing native
woodlands and expanding their
coverage to increase habitat
connectivity at a landscape-scale,
across Glenfalloch and Loch Lomond
and The Trossachs National Park. The
vision is driven by the owners of
Glenfalloch, whose primary aim is to
leave the landscape in better

condition than they found it.  

At present, the slopes of the glens
are largely bare, but this was not
always the case. Glenfalloch is home
to the southernmost remnant of the
ancient Caledonian Pine Forest, a
testament to a time when the
landscape once held a rich mosaic of
native woodlands—a vision that
Glenfalloch is keen to bring back to

life. 

Woodland will be restored to the
landscape with care, protecting
sensitive habitats such as deep peat
and open ground rich in plant
species. Open space within the
woodland will be created for birds,
mammals and insects, while rivers
and streams will benefit from the
shade cast by trees planted by the

water’s edge. Farming will be
reimagined in the landscape, with the
possibility of conservation grazing

with pigs and cattle being explored. 

Beth, a Forester at the Regenerative
Forestry Consultancy TreeStory, has
spent many days traversing the glens
and hillsides of Glenfalloch gaining an
intimate understanding of the land
and its potential. While the final
woodland design is still in
development, the aim is to create a
diverse native woodland planted with

trees that are suited to the local
conditions. Many of these will be
grown in the estate’s own nursery,
with natural regeneration also being
encouraged where seed sources
exist. The long-term vision is to
create continuous habitats of native
pine, birch, and oak woodlands on
the lower ground and along
watercourses, gradually transitioning
to widely spaced mountain birch
woodlands at higher elevations,
before giving way to mountain willow
scrub and open high-altitude

habitats. 

Glenfalloch is also focused on
enhancing the area for visitors and
the local community. Plans include
improving signage along the West
Highland Way and other popular
walking routes through Glenfalloch,
as well as collaborating with the local
Community Development Trust to
identify further opportunities for

community enhancement. TreeStory
have enjoyed engaging with the
community on the project at events
such as the recent walk-and-talk, and
would welcome further engagement
with and feedback on the project –

learn more by scanning the QR code. 
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What’s on Offer at Killin Library
DVD’sDVD’s

Now all 7 day loanNow all 7 day loan

Free Internet Access

COLOuR PhOTOCOPIER, PRINTINg AND sCANNINg AVAILAbLE
Opening hours:

Mon. : 10 - 1 & 2 - 5 ; Tue. & Fri: 10 - 1 & 3 - 7; Wed: 2 - 5

Tel: 01567 820 571         E.Mail : killinlibrary@stirling.gov.uk

Local Planning Applications

National Park

04 Sep 2025

Proposal: Erection of venison larder

building for processing and storage

Location: Auchlyne House Auchlyne

Road Killin

Applicant: Mr Henry Paterson

Application Type: Detailed Planning

Permission

Decision: Current

14 Oct 2025

Proposal: Tree works in a
Conservation Area - felling of Sitka
and Norway Spruce Trees and one

lime (12 in total)

Location: The Wee Bake Shop Main

Street Killin 

Applicant: Ms Jacqui Luke

Application Type: Tree works

application

Decision:  No Objections

14 Oct 2025

Proposal: Erection of single storey
extension to rear and insertion of

rooflights

Location: Craigview Cottage Main

Street Killin

Applicant: Mr Martin MacLean

Application Type: Householder

Planning Permission

Decision: Current

19 Sep 2025

Proposal: Replacement of roof

covering

Location: Barnacarie Main Street

Killin 

Applicant: Mr David Price

Application Type: Householder

Planning Permission

Decision: Current

24 Sep 2025

Proposal: Construction of boardwalk

and outdoor classroom

Location: Land At Lower Station Yard
Meadow Grove And Land North West

Of Glenbruar House Crianlarich

Applicant: Mrs Sheona MacLennan

Application Type: Detailed Planning

Permission

Decision: Current

25 Sep 2025

Proposal: Replacement of existing lab

container with new lab building

Location: Minerals Cononish Road

Tyndrum Stirling

Applicant: SGZ Cononish Ltd

Application Type: Detailed Planning

Permission

Decision: Current

Perth & Kinross Council

15 Sep 2025

Proposal: Use of agricultural building

as event space (existing)

Location: Boreland Farm Fearnan

Applicant: Boreland Farm Ltd

Application Type: Certificate of Lawful

Use (Existing)

Decision: Awaiting decision

25 Sep 2025

Proposal: Installation of new 33KV

overhead line - ECU00006240

Location: Land 350 Metres North
East Of Cragganester Steading

Lawers

Applicant: Scottish Goverment

Application Type: Electricity Consent

Unit - Section 37

Decision: closed

Stirling Council

10 Sep 2025

Proposal: Modular switching station

Location: Lochay Power Station Killin

Applicant: Scottish Hydro Electric

Transmission Plc

Application Type: Statutory

Notification

Decision: Prior Approval Not Required

15 Oct 2025

Proposal: Refurbishment of Lochay

Power Station

Location: Lochay Power Station Killin

Applicant: The Scottish Government

Application Type: Section 36

Consultation

Decision: Awaiting decision

24 Sep 2025

Proposal: Installation of 1no. wind
turbine and ground mounted solar
array for off-grid electricity system
for building granted consent under

23/00456/FUL

Location: Batavaime Kennock

Lubchurran Road Killin 

Applicant: Glenlochay AG

Application Type: Full

Decision: Awaiting decision
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It’s been a busy term for
our Beaver Scouts
enjoying the light evenings
whilst they lasted! 

We enjoyed team building
challenges, a treasure
hunt around the village
and the highlight of our
term was canoeing thanks
to our assistant leader
Abby and Killin paddle
club. 
With the canoes rafted up we set
off down the Lochay learning how

to paddle and steer before returning
upstream! 

Church Christmas Services

Sunday 30th November - 1st Sunday in Advent 10am service followed by Community Lunch at 12pm
Sunday 7th December - 10am Advent Service with Killin Community Choir
Sunday 14th December - 10am Nativity Service led by children
Thursday 18th December - 2pm Guild Christmas service at Falls of Dochart Home
Sunday 21st December - 10am Christmas Communion Service
Wednesday 24th December - 6pm Christmas Eve Service with Killin Primary School Choir

Thursday 25th December - 10am Christmas Day Service

All welcome

The kids had an absolute ball.

Inside on the darker nights we’ve
enjoyed a Halloween party, and are
going to finish our paddle sports
badge and have some creative
activities lined up too!

Beaver Scouts are aged 6&7, they
meet 6-7pm in Killin on alternate
Tuesdays. 

We have space so if your child
would like to join us please e-mail
killinbeavers@yahoo.co.uk

Laura Carmichael  
Beaver Leader  
07708216065
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Frost Report

Grooming Marvellous

Dog grooming
Dog walking

Dog Behaviour
Equine Dentistry

HND in Animal Care and Management
Fully insured 

Qualified Dog Groomer
Over 20 years professional  experience with

large and small animals
Lindsay Willison
mob 07570 131230

The Need For Change

I heard a joke some years ago: -
“What are you going to do about
global warming?” “Buy a sun
lounger.” But maybe it was just a
comment ahead of its time looking to
thinking how to best adapt to global
warming rather than futilely trying to

stop it. 

Mankind in general seems to have
forgotten that our planet is a
remarkable natural phenomenon out
of our control, even though we

believe that we can do as we want. 

Life on earth has survived ice ages
and past global warming. Recent
fossil finds have found that large
herbivorous dinosaurs lived in what is
now the Sahara, so this area was
once rainforest. Pollen grains found
in Skara Brae revealed that the
climate there was Mediterranean at
the time that the village was

inhabited. 

So maybe we should consider the
negligible achievements of the COP
summits with their huge carbon
footprint, with between 56 and 80
thousand delegates having a lovely
jolly in lush hotels and free flights.
Maybe concentrate on how to adapt.
The footprint of the official COP
website has increased by 13,000%

over ten years. 

The recent small earthquakes at
nearby Pubil, 3 within 17 minutes at
a depth of 3km (hope those tunnel
tigers made a good job of the dam!)
and the recent geomagnetic storm
should remind us that the Earth is

alive and ever changing. 

At least the Scottish government is

addressing the issue of increased
wildfires by planning to provide
personnel and equipment instead of
relying on estates. Oh! but I forgot,
there won’t be any estates in the
future as the Land Reform Bill has
been passed. It is quite hazy about
whether bodies such as RSPB,
National Trust for Scotland, forestry
companies such as TreeStory and
carbon capture companies will be

included in this legislation or not. 

Not Brew Dog anyway as they are
ditching their famous carbon capture
afforestation because most of their

trees died! 

Or maybe we should all just chill a bit
and forget it all like the chimps near
Ngogo in Uganda’s Kibale Nature
Reserve who prefer over
ripe/fermenting figs and those in
Cote d’Ivoire’s Tai National Park who
prefer fermented plums. Apparently
their intake equates to two strong
alcoholic drinks per day. The chimps
all seemed quite happy when we
were at Kibale some years ago, must
carry their drink well but maybe it
explains why one rather elderly guy
was especially chilled under his bush,

he’d been down to the chimp local! 

Animals are adapting to new
situations all the time and making
the most of changes. We hear about
the birds of prey loving the high-rise
buildings in cities as nesting sites,
and of course, a plentiful supply of
pigeons. Oil rigs are being used as
welcome stop off points for migrating
birds and now also for insects.
Hoverflies on their 300-mile journey
to Scotland from Northern Europe
grab a few hours rest on the
Britannia oil field rigs. These wee

intrepid travellers bring pollen from
abroad which, it is believed,

strengthens our own crops. 

Other changes need looking at the
world more objectively. We have
been massively misled about things
such as elephant numbers in parts of
Africa. Many areas such as The
Sango Conservancy in Zimbabwe,
have a huge elephant problem.
Around 100,000 in this area are
literally eating themselves out of
house and home as they scrub up
the trees and grass. Western do-
gooders have been hoodwinked into
believing that elephants are an
endangered species and so culls in
much of Southern Africa have been
banned for many years. The farms
and smallholdings of the people are
being destroyed – and so their food

source. 

To save the people and the
environment, restrictions have been
lifted, and present professional culls
chill the meat and divide it amongst
the local community. After all there
doesn’t seem to be much shouting
about the increased cull of our red
deer, not to save the people or the

environment, just the trees. 

Mr Fox and his friends and relations
are adapting a little too cleverly in
some towns and villages by gnawing
at brake cables on vans and cars.
This does not make this foxy mafia
popular but it’s understandable as,
apparently, brake pipes are now
coated in animal fat derived cover
instead of plastic. Foxy and co. find
this so very environmentally friendly.
Bet some folks are sorry that they

fed them now.

Tim Frost
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The village vigil showed solidarity
from all faiths and none against
famine.

The Killin and Ardeonaig Church held
a vigil on Sunday 21st September
(World Peace Day) where people
from all faiths and none came
together to stand side by side and
acknowledge the humanitarian crisis
in Gaza. 

The event began with a minute's
silence and raised funds for the
charity, Action Against Hunger. 

It is estimated that over half a million
people in the Gaza strip are facing
starvation, extreme poverty and
death.

According to Action Against Hunger’s
website, the charity “treated over
400 malnourished children in July
and August – 20% of them severe.
And we’ve got over 2,060 food
parcels ready”. This is despite their
own teams facing extreme hunger.

"The event showed a united front in
solidarity for those in Gaza who are
suffering." said Phil Simpson, Session
Clerk.
"We also recognise that we are a long
way from world peace and there is a
clear role for churches to be at the
forefront of calls for peace, to pray or
reflect together and raise important
funds for aid agencies working in
affected areas."

We raised £336.49 on the day in
cash, as well as additional online

donations.

Official famine
An official famine was confirmed in
the Gaza Governorate by the
Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) on August 22,
2025.
The IPC, a UN-backed body and the
leading global hunger monitor, found
that conditions of "starvation,
destitution, and death" were
occurring in the Gaza City area.
The declaration was based on the
IPC's three key thresholds for
famine, which include extreme lack
of food, critical levels of acute
malnutrition, and excess mortality.
The report concluded that over half a
million people in Gaza were facing
catastrophic hunger conditions.

Action Against Hunger
For more information, Visit
www.actionagainsthunger.org.uk/gaz
a-crisis-appeal

Contact
Vicky Burns, 07543 531278

My son, Rohan Burns (aged 7), has
been raising money for Action
Against Hunger's Gaza Appeal by
making and selling his own
homemade peanut butter. 
Many thanks to those who
supported him. Ttheir generosity
raised a total of £71.17 for the
charity.

Vicky Burns

Gaza Vigil
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2025 Prize 
Winners
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THE FABRIC STUDIO
Specialists in Design & Make Up of Curtains
Blinds, Upholstery & all Soft Furnishings

Huge Range of Modern & Traditional Fabrics
Complete Curtain Service, including Free Measuring & Quotes

Fabrics Brought to Your Home
Friendly Staff, delighted to help & advise
Drummond St, Comrie 01764 670921

Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri 9.30 - 5.00 Sat By Appointment

Christmas at the Old Mill

The Old Mill Christmas Market
opened 21st Nov and will run to 21st
Dec. Come and get some locally
made Christmas decorations and
gifts from over 35 local artists and
see this year’s ‘Celebrating St Fillan’
space that we have created upstairs
in our Heritage room. You will be
delighted to hear we have new
heaters and dehumidifiers, so the
Mill will be much cosier this
Christmas!

We also have our Yule Fun event on
Sat 6th Dec from 2-5pm. We will
have festive drinks and treats,
Christmas natural crown making,
Peace-stone painting and local
musicians, and our Makers’ Market
and Heritage space will of course be
open! Come and join in the fun or
just to soak up the festive
atmosphere!

We are running our ‘Hold the
Healing Stones’ sessions this year
on Wednesdays and Saturdays
during the Christmas Market. If you
would like 20 minutes alone or with
friends to hold and use the Healing
Stones please get in touch now to
book: kerrie@killincdt.co.uk

We will be holding the annual
Rebedding of the Healing Stones
Ceremony on Christmas Eve at 12
noon. If you have never been before
do come along, and come again if
you have enjoyed it in the past! This
unbroken ancient rebedding
tradition, where the children present
help to change the bed of rushes
and wrack the stones sit upon, is a
beautiful and unique way to
celebrate this time of year and is
well worth a visit.

And finally, after a well-earned rest,
the Old Mill reopens on the evening
of Friday 20th March 2026 with our
Spring Opening Party and new Battle
of Sron a Chlachain exhibition
launch!

Raina Jones
Mill Manager

Healing Stones



37

The Killin community hub
continues to be a popular place to

be on a Thursday.

Held in the Pavilion between
12:30 & 2:30 pm every Thursday,
this is a chance to get together
and enjoy a light lunch in good

company. 

It’s open and free to everyone and
Citizens Advice advisors regularly
attend to help with any issues
with benefits, housing or energy

costs etc. 

The community hub is a great
place to go to catch up with

friends old and new.

Pop in anytime between 12:30

and 2:30 pm.

Gail and her volunteer helpers
look forward to welcoming you
every Thursday.

SWT Callander
Upcoming Talks

Thursday 11 December,
7.30pm
‘The Great Forest on your
Doorstep’ by Craig Whyte, The
Great Trossachs Forest Project
Coordinator 
Thursday 15 January, 7.30pm 
‘Wildlife Management in FLS
Woodlands’ by Paul Bekier, Area
Wildlife Manager, Forest and Land
Scotland 

Both held in St Andrew’s Church
Hall, Leny Road, Callander FL17
8AL. Suggested donation £3
includes tea/coffee and biscuits.
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Would you like to join 
the KILLIN NEWS Mailing List 

or send copies to your friends?
If so please please send 

your details to us. 
(See above)

Annual cost:  UK £25:  
Outside UK £35

Please make cheques payable
to Killin News

Your copy of Killin News

Just a reminder that copies of
Killin News are delivered free to
most households but anyone
outside normal delivery routes
who does not receive a copy can
pick one up from the Library.

To advertise in the Killin
News

Advertising Rates from £17    
Contact Tel: 01567 820298           
Adverts are accepted in good
faith and we cannot be held

responsible for the goods and
services advertised

Web sites: www.killin.info
and www.killinnews.co.uk

e-mail:
editorial@killinnews.co.uk
adverts@killinnews.co.uk

Address: Main Street, Killin
FK21 8UW  

Office Phone : 01567
820014

Mobile Banking Van
Killin

Royal Bank of Scotland
operate weekly on a Tuesday

between 10.55 and 11.15 at the
Coach Stop.  

Ads Index
Ally Baird 25
Anderson Funeral Directors 27
Ardeonaig Hotel 16
Ardeonaig Taxis 35
Artisan Cafe 3
Baird Optometrists 28
Callander Physio 30
Charles Grant  33
Comrie Garden Services 6
Cooper Cottages 28
Courie Inn 34
Crianlarich Store 13
Dall Lodge 13
Doune Woodyard 28
Dryland Gardening Services 7
Eric McAllister 30
Escape 37
Fabric Studio 36
Feeds & Stoves 32
Gourlay Events 9
Grants Laundry 36
Graham Grant 25
Green Welly 40
Grooming Marvellous 33
Heartland Vets 30
Iain Watson joiner 23

Ian Dingwall Joiner 6
Jason Campbell 27
John Morris Safety 37
Killin Hotel 19
Killin Library 31
Killin Outdoor Shop 27
MacGregors 9
MacIntyre Wealth Management 11
Malcolm Appleby 7
Mancave Barbers 7
Marshall Roofing 13
Marshall Electrical Services 31
Mike McDougall painting&dec 23
Morag Felgate Massage 13
NSB Contracts ground works  26
The Old Mill 28
PFK Callander 7
Portnellan 5
R & C Luke Coal 24
Rural Stirling Housing 32
Scott Thomson Decorators 35
S.Forster Electrical 33
Simon Evamy Kitchens 35

Scottish Wildlife Trust Pitlochry
Five years at the end of the world: Life with the
British Antarctic Survey - Monday 15th December

Join the Pitlochry and Highland Perthshire branch of
the Scottish Wildlife Trust for an illustrated talk
charting five unforgettable years working with the
British Antarctic Survey (BAS) back in the 1980s.

Our speaker Brian Mullins will take us from the windswept Falkland Islands
and wildlife-rich South Georgia to the breathtaking landscapes of the Antarctic
Peninsula.

His journey to the frozen south began far from the ice — leaving school at
sixteen to work in a hotel kitchen before returning to education, earning a BSc
in Zoology and PhD in Marine Microbiology before finally securing his long-
sought post with BAS.

During his five years in the Antarctic, Brian helped study unique ecosystems
and wildlife while enduring the challenges of isolation, cold, and surviving
rough seas with 70ft waves.
Through stunning photographs and vivid
stories, this talk offers a rare, personal
insight into life, wildlife and science at the
end of the world, taking us from penguin
colonies to polar research stations.

Date: Monday 15th December 2025
Time: 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Place: The Tryst, Church of Scotland, Church Road, Pitlochry, PH16 5EB.
Suggested donation: £3 for non-members, £2 for members (cash on the day).

Save the date: Rachael Cooper-Bohannon will be talking about Amphibians &
Reptiles on Monday 19th January.

Contact markandrosie@btinternet.com for more information. Sign up to hear
about events and activities on reserves in our area and beyond.
https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/sign-up-to-our-mailing-list/

If you are already a member and want to hear direct from the Trust, sign up

to the mailing list and click the ‘Events and information from my local group’

option
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What’s On In Killin And District
Regular Activities Coming Soon !

Mobile LibrariesMobile Libraries

Church Services
Killin & Ardeonaig Parish•

Church
1st Sunday of the month•

10:00am Sunday worship including
Sunday School
2nd Sunday of the month•

10:00 Sunday worship including
communion
3rd Sunday of the month•

10:00am Cafe Church including 
Sunday School
4th Sunday of the month•

10:00am Sunday worship
5th Sunday of the month•

10:00am Sunday worship

Episcopal Church•
See www.strathearn-episcopal-•
churches.org for details

Roman Catholic Church•
Sunday Mass in Callander at•
11:30am

Killin Library

Books, DVDs, dog waste bags and
hearing aid batteries.

Monday 10-1pm  2-5pm 
Tuesday 10-1pm  3-7pm
Wednesday 2-5pm
Thursday Closed
Friday 10-1pm  3-7pm
Saturday Closed

Monday
Adult Badminton, 7-9pm, McLaren•
Hall
Junior Badminton, 6pm,•
Crianlarich Hall
Bridge, 7.15-9pm, Killin Hotel,•
contact Marion 07879 258229
Indoor Bowls, 7.30pm, Lesser Hall•
(winter months only)

Tuesday
Bee Creative, 10am-12pm,•
Community Rooms
U3A Art, 2-4pm, currently being•
held in Lochearnhead Hall
Beavers, 6-7pm, Lesser Hall•
(every other Tuesday)
Tuesday Club, 2-4pm, Community•
Rooms  
Pilates 5.00pm Community•
Rooms, booking required on
07866 018629
Aikido 7:30-9 Adults/Young•
people from 16 years.
Aikido 6-6.45 aged 5 to 8, 6:45 -•
7.30 aged 9 to 15.
Rhyme Time 10.30am Killin•
Library

Wednesday
Walk in the Park, 10.20, refer to•
schedule for locations
Strength & Balance, 2-3pm, Killin•
& Ardeonig Church Hall
Highland Hustle, 6.30-7.15pm,•
McLaren Hall
Youth Club, P6/7 5.45-7.15pm•
S1-3 7.30-9.00pm [Sign-Ups:
alasdair@cyp.org.uk]
Multi-Sports Session -•
Wednesdays (Fortnightly), P5-7 5-
6pm, S1-3 6-7pm [sign-ups:
mckennac@activestirling.org.uk]
Killin Comm Choir, 7.30pm-9pm,•
Killin Church
Pilates 6pm Lesser McLaren Hall•
booking required. 07866 018629

Thursday
Running Club, 6pm, Acharn Forest•
carpark
Killin Community Hub,12.30-2.30•
Sports Pavilion

CAB drop-in session 12.30 2.30,•
Killin Sports Pavilion
Golf Club -  Junior Coaching•
Session, 6.30-8 pm. 8-16 years.
May to September
SWI, 7.30pm (1st Thursday of•
month, Community Rooms)
Stay Blay Blether away. Killin•
School Gym hall. 2pm fortnightly.

Friday
Pilates, 9am, 10am and 11am•
Community Rooms. Booking
essential on 07866 018629
Yoga, 10.15 - 11.30 McLean Hall,•
Fearnan.

Saturday
Football in the Park, 12-17 years,•
12-2pm

Sunday
Football in the Park, 8-11 years,•
Check for times with Andy.
Killin Gun Club, 3rd Sun of month•
March-December. Contact
Iain Lowther 07468245239
Henry Paterson 01567 820354

Aberfeldy
Tuesday and Thurday

9am-6-45pm
Saturday and Sunday

10am-4-45pm

Crieff 
Broich Road, North Forr

All Year
Thursday–Monday 9am–

4pm
Closed Tues & Wed

Monday-Friday: 5pm-
7.30pm

Callander 
Booking Reference Required

Recycling Centres

December
6 KAT Winter Warmers, p18•
6 Yule Fun Event, Old Mill, p36•
11 SWT Callander talk, p37 •
13 KAT Christmas Cracker Making•
and Christmas Card  Upcycling p18
13 Christmas Hogmanay Lantern•
Making Workshop p22
14 KAT Christmas Themed Table Top•
Games p18
15 Killin Primary School Nativity p14•
15 SWT Pitlochry, p38•
Dec until 21 Christmas Makers•
Market Old Mill page 28
23 Rhyme Time Christmas Themed•
session page 17
24 Rebedding of Healing Stones,p36•
31 Hogmanay Annual Fireworks•
Display page 24

January
1 New Year Ceilidh Dance p22•
6 Community Council Meeting p23•
15 SWT Callander talk, p37•
15,16,17 Jack and the Beanstalk•
Panto p10/11
16 Breadalbane Heritage Trust•
winter talks (zoom) p22 
24 Games at KAT p18•
25 Community Meal p25•

February
13 KAT  Book Folding Art for•
Beginners page 18

Which bin?
Tues/Wed

Green=green bin
Blue=blue bin
Brown=brown bin
Grey=grey bin Red=glass

2 Dec

16 Dec

30 Dec

13 Jan

9 Dec 10 Dec

23 Dec 24 Dec

6 Jan 7 Jan

20 Jan 21 Jan

Please see the council
websites for any updates.

Crianlarich/Tyndrum
Fortnightly Friday

5 December, 19th December
Crianlarich

School 10:45-11:30
Glenfalloch Rd 11:40-12:00
Willow Square 12:05-12:25

Tyndrum
Green Welly 13:40-14:10
Mansefield 14:15-14:45

Perth and Kinross
Three week stops, Tuesday

16 December, 20 January,
Tombreck 16.10-16.30




